
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ScoutmasterÕs Corner  
 

I just wanted to say "Thank You" to all of the 
scouts for their participation at the Webelos 
cross-over ceremony on January 28Ñ you 
guys all did a great job! I also want to 
welcome our new scouts and their parents. 
The cross-over ceremony made me think 
back to when I brought my Weblos (Den 5) 
into the troop 5 years ago. ItÕs amazing to 
think that those little cub scouts are now Life 
Scouts and troop leaders. 
 
Of course, much of our scoutsÕ success is due 
to our great parent support; and by the looks 
of things at cross-over, it looks like that will 
continue.  I  really  enjoyed  getting  to  talk  to 
most of the new scout parents. If you have read the troop newsletter or 
checked our website (www.bsatroop319.com), you no doubt realize that 
we are a very active group with a variety of events for all levels of 
experience. It is because of outstanding parent support that we can offer 
so much. Many different parents take on leadership or co-leadership 
roles, and each of us has our specialty. In other words, you don't have to 
help out on all of the trips, projects, or events; however, if each parent 
helps out on a couple, it all works out. We also have parents who, 
although they may not lead trips, help out with event planning, driving 
scouts to camp, volunteer to give talks or organize presentations at 
meetings, etc. 
 
An important part of parent responsibility is to guide and encourage 
their son through the scout ranks. We certainly do our best to give each 
boy every chance to earn rank advancement, merit badges, etc., and I 
strongly recommend that parents remain involved with the troop and 
their son. It can be frustrating to have to explain to a parent why their 
son did not earn a certain rank or merit badge when they have not taken 
an interest and participated in troop activities. In fact, all of the scouts 
with whom I have attended Eagle Scout Board of Review had at least 
one thing in common: Each scoutÕs parents were actively involved in 
scouting. 
 
So let's all welcome our new scout patrol and their parents to Troop 
319, which I consider one of the best troops in our District! 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 

Bruce Browne 

      Troop 319 
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Camps & Adventures: 
 

March 8-9 ¥ Mataguay Backpack Training 
Strongly recommended for new scouts. 
 

March 14-16 ¥ Camporee at Camp Balboa 
Wild West Scouting Showdown 
 

March 26-29 ¥ AZ Trip to Kartchner Caverns, 
Air & Space and Missile Silo Museums, etc.  
 

April 19 ¥ Scout Fair  
 

July 27-August 2 ¥ Summer Camp  
Holcomb Valley Ñ  Must submit medical form. 
 
Courts of Honor:  
 

March 3 ¥ Troop program Ð 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

Orienteering Competition Ñ  Winning Patrol  
Borrego Backpack Trip ¥ January 2008 

 

 

Merit Badge 
Connecti on 

 

Interested in adding a few merit badges to 
your sash? Thanks to our involved parents, 
scouts in 319 have opportunities galore. 
 

¥ Hiking ¥ Join Mr. Jones on regularly-
scheduled hikes throughout the county. 
Next hike is March 1 - Iron Mountain. 

 

¥ Cycling ¥ Grab a bike, check out with 
Mr. Sorensen, and gear up for 10, 15, 
25, and 50 mile rides. See p. 3 for info. 

 

¥ Gardening ¥ Spring may have sprung 
early, so clear a patch in your yard and 
talk with Mrs. Jones about how you can 
earn your gardening badge.  

 

¥ Got pets? See Mr. Pedersen if you are 
interested in the Reptile & Amphibian 
Study badge, or ask Mrs. Jones how you 
can earn your Pets merit badge. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scout  Elect ion  Resu l ts  
and Pat ro l  Rosters  

 

 Senior Patrol Leader: Jared R. 
 ASPL: Dylan L. 
 Historian: Sam D. 
 Quartermaster: Ansel P. 
 Scribe: Bryan B. 
 Troop Instructors: David T. and Jon S. 
 OAP Representative: Bryan B. 
 Webmaster & Bugler: Jon S. 
 Scoutmaster: Bruce Browne 
  
Venture Patrol Ð David T. (Patrol Leader), 
Luke A., Bryan B., Benjamin B., Tom D., Joe H., 
Matt K., Aaron M. Michael O., Hunter O.,     
Joey P., Robert S., and Jon S. 
 

Eagle Patrol Ð Kyle H. (Patrol Leader), 
J.D., Bruce G., Trevyn L., Cory L., Adrian S. 
 

Moose Patrol Ð Austin W. (Patrol Leader), 
Tyler B., Sam D., Dan J., Nick J. 
 
CobraMonkey Patrol - Jack B. (Patrol Leader), 
Kaden B., Eric C., Chris J., Ansel P. 
 
Bull’s-Eye Patrol Ð Robby D., Devyn H.,     
Zack J., Arthur K., Caelan L., and Kennan L. 

 

Tr i p Review 
from a Scout (Leader)Õs Point of View 
 
According to Mr. Jones: The Laguna 10 mile hike 
on Feb. 2nd was great. We had four of our brand 
new scouts with us (Devyn, Arthur, Kennan, and 
Caelen)  and  they  
did awesome! We 
trooped through 
the mud and snow 
and finished the 
entire 10 miles.  
 
The older scouts 
on the trek did a 
great job showing 
our new scouts the 
ropes:         throwing 
stones in ice cold water NEXT to another scout; the 
Laguna Meadow Football Bowl, and ÒItÕs ONLY 4 
more miles!Ó. All in all a great time for all. It was a 
bit cold, but a perfect day. 
 

Mark Your Calendar & Join the Fun 
Upcoming Troop 319 Outings 
 
Camporee ¥ March 14 - 16  
Wild West Scouting Showdown 
 

Troop 319 returns as reigning 
champions to this yearÕs Camporee. Our scouts will practice 
scout skills at February and March troop meetings to prepare 
for competition events, which will include: 
 

¥ Knot Exactly & Lash or Crash (knots and lashings) 
 

¥ Spark or Dark (fire starting) 
 

¥ Chuckwagon Stew Cooking ChallengeÑ thanks to Mrs. Jones 
 & Mr. Sorensen for giving the troop a competitive edge. 
 

¥ Defend the Campsite (BB gun shooting skills) 
 
Look for the sign-up form at troop meetings to join the team. 
 
Road Trip to Arizona ¥ March 26 - 29   
 

Join Troop 319Õs spring break caravan to Arizona. The troop 
will camp at Catalina State Park in Tucson and will visit 
many interesting places, including Kartchner Caverns, the 
Pima Air & Space Museum, and the Titan Missile Silo 
Museum. Touring Kartchner Caverns will possibly be the 
highlight of the trip. This cave system is home to numerous 
unique geological features, including: 
 
• One of the world's longest soda straw stalactites 

(measuring over 21 feet), and the most extensive 
formation of brushite moonmilk—which explains the 
presence of straw stalactites, yet geologists cannot 
explain the absence of Oreo stalagmites. 

 

• The first reported instance of "turnip" shields; the first 
cave occurrence of "birdsnest" needle quartz 
formations; and many other unusual features such as 
helictites, totems, and cave “bacon ” (mmm, bacon). 

 
Midway Museum Overnight ¥ June 20 - 21 
 

Spend a night aboard the Midway Aircraft Carrier museum. 
The cost for this popular and unique experience is $85 per 
person. To sign up e-mail geofossil@cox.net. 
 
Summer Camp at Holcomb Valley ¥ July 27 - Aug. 2 
 

One of the premiere scout camps in the West, 
located nearby in Bear Valley, Holcomb Valley 
is bound to be a summer camp to remember. A 
$100  deposit  is  due  to  Mrs.  LeMieux  by  the  end 

of FebruaryÑ this deposit is a non-refundable commitment by 
scouts to attend camp. The total cost of camp is $325. 
 
Holcomb Valley offers many activities and merit badges, 
including horesback riding, swimming, rifle shooting, and 
much more. Log on to www.sgvcbsa.org/camping_hvsr.php 
for more information about camp facilities and activities. 
 
 

Laguna 10 milers ¥ BryanÕs bad hair day 
Just say “NO” to Geocache wigs! 
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Ñ  Riddle Me This Ñ  
 

A troop is hiking in the desert when one 
unfortunate scout is harpooned by a rare 
and deadly-poisonous variety of Cholla 
Cactus. Fortunately, the prepared trip 
leader is carrying one dose of poisonous 
cactus  antidote  (and  also  a  doctorÕs  release 
form for each scout). The leader gives the injured scout two 
bottles of antidote pills (medicine ÒAÓ to counteract the 
poison, and medicine ÒBÓ to combat a deadly parasite that 
lives on the Cholla needles). Each bottle contains two pills. To 
survive, the scout must immediately take one pill from each 
bottle, then take the remaining pair of pills three hours later. 
Unfortunately, the scout opens both bottles and spills all of the 
pills onto his pack. He scoops them up before they roll to the 
ground, and now they are hopelessly mixed together.  
 
Chemically, medicine ÒAÓ and ÒBÓ are different, but in every 
other way the pills are identical: they are plain, unmarked 
tablets with no difference in shape, size, color, or taste. The 
instructions say to take one ÒAÓ pill together with one ÒBÓ 
pillÑ no more and no lessÑ per dosage. The troopÕs location is 
too remote to get new medicine in time; and the pills cannot be 
ground up. What can be done to correct the medicine mixup 
and save this poor scout? 
  
Look for the solution in the next newsletter issue. 

Send in your answer, or submit a riddle of your own, to geofossil@cox.net. 
    
 
   

Riddle Me This Solution from Issue #4 
 

What are the steps invovled in building a campfire? 
 

Answer:  
 1) Split firewood into manageable pieces. 

 2) Bandage left thumb. 
 3) Chop a few pieces of the split wood into even smaller  
  pieces of kindling. 
 4) Bandage left foot. 
 5) Use your scout knife to whittle down a few pieces of 
  kindling. Make a tinder pile of shavings and slivers 

(including the ones embedded in your hand), and then 
build a structure of kindling above it. 

 6) Light a match. 
 7) Light another match. 
 8) Recite "A Scout is cheerful" and light another match. 
 9) When the tinder catches on fire, add wood and blow 
  gently into base of the flames. 
 10) Apply burn ointment to nose. 
 11) When the fire is burning, collect more firewood. 
 12) When fire is burning well, add all remaining wood. 
 13) After rainstorm passes, repeat above steps. 
 

From BSA SD/Imperial Council Website 

 

Team 319 Cycling Merit  Badge 
 
The wheels on the cycle go round and roundÉ  
and a new round of Mr. SorensenÕs cycling merit 
badge program is now underway. Scouts who 
have started the cycling merit badge training will 
be taught local and state cycling safety laws, will 
learn how to fix and maintain their bike, and will 
complete a series of rides: two 10 mile, two 15 
mile, two 25 mile, and one 50 mile. 
 

Stagecoach Century Ride 
Fund Raiser 

 
This year, in addition to the merit badge-required 
rides, a group of scouts (Brian, Jon, Jared, 
Trevyn, and Adrian) will also enter the 
Stagecoach Century bike ride. This 100 mile tour 
starts and ends in Ocotillo. Starting at a point 492 
feet above sea level, the out-and-back course 
rises gradually to over 2,600 feet at its peakÑ a 
challenge worthy of our scoutÕs determination 
and training. Team 319 will use the Stagecoach 
ride as a fund raiser to benefit Troop 319, and to 
cover associated training and entry costs. 

 

 

Volunt eer  Roundup 
Ask Not What Your Troop Can Do For YouÉ  
 
Parents: If you have a special interest or skill, 
Troop 319 can put your talents to good purpose. 
Please let Mr. Browne or Mr. Rubin know if you 
would like to be a merit badge counselor* , or if 
you can help with scout-skill instruction. The 
troop also needs parents who can help plan and 
lead campouts and outings, or who are interested 
in serving on the troop parent committee. If you 
have the time and interest, there is a job for you. 
 
*  For a list of merit badges and requirements, 

log on to www.meritbadge.com/worksheets. 
 
Scouts: Your collective 
talents are needed to help 
produce the troop newsletter  
and  assist  in  updating  our 
website. We can use submissions of photos, trip 
reviews, original scout-related artwork, riddles, 
tipsÉ you are only limited by your imagingation 
and your willingness to assist. Send submissions, 
questions or ideas to geofossil@cox.net. 

3 



Ten+ Essentials Check List (e-10+ kit) 
 

The items that make up a scoutÕs ÒTen EssentialsÓ (e-10+) kit are required on all Troop 319 campouts and hikes, and 
should be carried at all times when away from camp. Items can be carried in a fanny pack, day pack, or in a hydration pack 
(Camelbak). A Camelbak type pack works very well as an e-10+ tote because it has a convenient built-in water bladder, 
and comes in an assortment of sizes and configurations to meet your specific requirements and rate of water consumption. 
 
The following e-10 list is also listed in your Boy Scout Handbook. 
 
Mandatory e-10 Kit 
 

¥ Pocket Knife 

¥ Personal first aid kit 

¥ Brimmed hat, bandana, and extra clothing 

¥ Rain pancho 

¥ Water (camelbak or plastic bottles) 

¥ Small flashlight 

¥ Trail food (trail mix, energy bars, etc.) 

¥ Matches (in waterproof container and/or a fire starter* ) 

¥ Sun block (for skin and lips) 

¥ Map and compass 

*  A fire starter is only useful if you know how to make it work. 

 
Other items may be added; however, the items listed above must be carried on Troop 319 campouts & hikes. 

 
Additionally, scouts must bring their own mess kit and cup to all campouts, unless otherwise instructed. 

 

 
The Troop recommends adding the following items to your e-10+ kit: 
 

¥ Space blanket ¥ Sunglasses ¥ Small bottle of hand sanitizing lotion 

¥ Nylon rope ¥ Whistle ¥ Re-sealable pack of baby wipes 

¥ Small notepad and pen  

¥ Extra batteries for flashlight (or carry a kinetic light that does not require batteries) 

 

 
Outdoor Safety Rules & Trail Manners 
 

¥ Always be careful with fire. 

¥ Keep a safe distance from other scouts (blood circle) when using a knife, axe, or saw. 

¥ If you become separated from your patrol on an outing, stay where you are (Òhug a treeÓ). 

¥ Use established trails. Walk single file and avoid trampling plants on the edge of the path. 

¥ Leave No Trace: Take nothing but pictures, leave nothing but footprints. 

¥ Carry out all of your garbage, including trash left by others who were not as conscientious. 

¥ Stay alert and watch out for poison oak, stinging bugs, rattlesnakes, and the dreaded Jumping Cholla Cactus. 
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