
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Scout Tip: Lighting a Camp Stove 

 

How do you keep a camp stove from flaring 
up when you light it? Follow these steps: 

 

1) Turn the fuel control valve until you  
 hear the sound of gas, then shut it off. 

2) Light this fuel vapor to prime the stove. 

3) When the flame begins to die down,  
 slowly turn the fuel control valve to  
 release fuel again. 

4) When the stove is heated and fuel is  
 flowing steadily, you can turn the  
 control valve to the desired flame size. 

 

From the September 2007 issue of BoysÕ Life 

Sc ou tm as terÕs  Co rner  
 
I hope that all of our scouts and families had a 
very nice Christmas and wish all a happy new 
year! As I spoke about at the last Court of Honor, 
it pleases me so much to look back on my two 
years as Troop 319 Scoutmaster and see all of the 
things that we have accomplished. I believe our 
greatest  accomplishment  is  having  four  of  our 
scouts reach the rank of Eagle in just over one year, which is truly 
outstanding. Also during my first year, we were able to obtain the 
donation of the troopÕs equipment trailer to go along with a shed that 
had recently been installedÑ prior to this, troop gear was kept in 
leadersÕ garages.  
 
The fact that Troop 319 has provided staff members for the past two 
NYLT sessions, as well as participants in the last three, and that we are 
involved in Order of the Arrow and adult Roundtable meetings, are 
also source of pride and shows that we are a troop to be noticed. And 
who will ever forget Troop 319 winning the Mission District 
Camporee in 2007? (continued on p. 3) 
 
 
 

Ho l c o m b  Val l ey  Su m m er  Cam p  
Mark your calendars, save your pennies, and get set for fun & merit badges  
 
This summer (July 27 - August 2), troop 319 will venture to Holcomb 
Valley, a beautiful camp near Big Bear Lake, located on a high meadow 
surrounded by tree covered hills and mountains. Although it may seem 
early, we need to know by February which scouts will attend summer 
camp in order to accommodate the reservation process. For new scouts, 
summer camp is a great way to earn merit badges, complete rank 
advancement requirements, get to know other scouts, and have a really 
fun time. Generally, a majority of the troop will attend summer camp. 
 
Holcomb Valley is run by the same Council (San Gabriel Valley) that 
organizes the program for Cherry Valley, the troopÕs last summer camp 
destination where everyone seemed to really enjoy themeselves. In 
contrast to Cherry ValleyÕs water-based activities, Holcomb Valley 
offers mountain activities and merit badges, such as mountain biking, 
horseback riding, and hiking. Scouts will share two-man tents and have 
picnic tables, flush toilets, and showers. The cost for camp is $325 per 
Scout. A non-refundable deposit of $100 will be due in February, 
another $100 payment will be due before the end of April, and the final 
payment of $125 will be due before the end of June. (continued next page) 
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Tr oop Cal endar  
 
Camping & Adventures: 
 

Jan. 19-21 ¥ Anza-Borrego Backpacking 
3 days Ð 16 mile hike 
 

Feb. 2 ¥ Laguna 10 mile Day Hike 
2nd trip for hiking merit badge 
 

Feb. 15 ¥ Rank Cranking at Camp Balboa 
Strongly recommended for our new scouts 
 

March 8-9 ¥ Mataguay Backpack Training 
Strongly recommended for our new scouts 
 

March 14-16 ¥ Camporee  at Camp Balboa 
Theme: Wild West Scouting Showdown 
 

March 26-29 ¥ Kartchner Caverns, AZ 
Must submit BSA medical form (link below) 
 

www.sdicbsa.org/docviewer.asp?DocID=medical12 
 

July 27-August 2 ¥ Summer Camp 
Must submit BSA medical form (link above) 
 
Service Projects: 
 

Feb. 10 ¥ Scout Sunday, 10:15 a.m. 
St. Andrews church service 
 
 

 

319 SCUBA Squad: Trevyn, Dan & Ansel 
at Sports Chalet dive training on Dec. 15 



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Answers  to  Last  IssueÕs Qu iz 
 

1. If you count the segments of a rattlesnakeÕs 
rattle you will know its age.  

 False Ð You cannot tell how old a rattlesnake 
is by counting the segments of its rattle. 
Depending on food supply, environmental 
conditions, and the overall health of the 
snake, new segments are added several times 
a year whenever the snake sheds its skin. 

 

2. Some frogs produce a natural antifreeze and 
can survive freezing.  

 True Ð The Wood Frog produces a natural 
antifreeze and can survive being frozen solid. 
Additional species of frogs, as well as other 
amphibians and reptiles, also have strategies 
to help them survive freezing temperatures. 

 

3. The oldest pet tortoise lived to be 70 years old.  
 False Ð An average tortoise will live 50 to 

100 yearsÑ similar to humans. The oldest 
documented captive tortoise, though, was 
captured in Madagascar not long after its 
birth in 1777, and was presented to the royal 
family of Tonga by Capt. Cook. The tortoise 
was named Tui Malila and it died in 1965 at 
the age of 188 years old. Another long-lived 
tortoise, Harriet, was brought from the 
Gal‡pogos Islands to Australia in 1842, and 
eventually became the star attraction at the 
ÒCrocodile HunterÓ Steve IrwinÕs Australia 
Zoo in Queensland. DNA testing indicated 
that Harriet was born in 1830, and she was 
rumored to have been collected by Charles 
Darwin in 1835 (though she was from an 
island that reportedly Darwin never visited). 
She died in 2006 at the age of 176 years old. 

 

4.  Salamanders and newts can re-grow a leg  
 that has been cut off.  
 True Ð Salamanders and newts are able to    

re-grow severed limbs. Newts can even 
regenerate organs, such as an eye or a lung. 

 
 
 

 

 

T r ip  Rev iew  
from a Scout’s Point of View 
 
A scoutÕs opinion of troop outings is very helpful 
for event planners. HereÕs what one scout thought 
about the Discover SCUBA program on Dec. 15. 
 
¥ We had a lot of fun. The pool was really warm and I 

got to wear an instructor air tank instead of a little 
reserve tank. I canÕt wait to go again.   An sel 

 

Holcomb Valley Summer Camp ¥ July 27 - Aug. 2 
 

Mrs. LeMieux will be handling the money collection and 
paperwork for summer camp. There will most likely be 
some camperships availableÑ watch for more information 
on this in the near future. Four parents will be needed to 
attend camp as well (shifts may be arranged). Please keep 
in mind that in order for the troop to pay for attending 
parents, they must be trained as assistant scout leaders and 
have a current (less than one year old) physical and Class 
III medical form completed. Adult participants will be 
accepted on a first come, first served basis. Let Mr. Browne 
know if you are interested in being trained, as there is a 
council training session being offered mid-January.   
 
This should be a great camp for Troop 319! For more 
information, visit www.sgvcbsa.org/camping_hvsr.php  
(the LeaderÕs Guide link has a lot of good information).   
 

 
 

ItÕs k Not too Hard with Practice 
 

The Bowline is called the ÒKingÓ of knots. This is a useful 
knot to make a loop that wonÕt  
slip or jam. To tie it, think of the 
end of the rope as a ÒrabbitÓ, the 
loop as the as the ÒrabbitÕs holeÓ,  
and the main (straight) part of the  
rope as a ÒtreeÓ. Then follow the mnemonic: The rabbit 
comes out of its hole, around the tree, and back down 
the hole again.  
 
Increase your knot tying know-how by logging on to 
www.boyslife.org/about-scouts/large-width/644/learn-to-tie-knots/. 
 
 
 

 

— Riddle Me This — 
 

What are all of the steps invovled in building a campfire? 
 
Look f or  t he solut ion in t he nex t  newslet t er  issue. 
Send in your answer, or submit a riddle of your own, to geofossil@cox.net. 

 
 

Riddle Me This Solut ion from Issue #2 
 

How would you escape from a room that does not have 
any openings and contains only a mirror and a table? 
 

Answer: You look in the mirror and see what you saw; 
you take the saw and cut the table in half; you put the 
two halves together to make a ÒwholeÓ; then you escape 
through the ÒholeÓ. 
 

Thanks Nick J.  
 
 



Sc ou tm as terÕs  Co rner  (continued) 
 
We also had so many great trips, such as Zion National Park, 
Grand Canyon, astronomy trips, hikes, bike rides, and summer 
camps at Camp Kern and Cherry Valley. So what's next? The 
parent committee and PLC have some outstanding events 
planned for 2008. For summer camp we will travel to Holcomb 
Valley, which we have heard many good things about. We have 
a four day Arizona tour to Kartchner Cavervns and other 
destinations setup in March; we will spend a night on the USS 
Midway in June; and the troop will return as defending 
champions to this yearÕs camporee. 
 
Troop 319 will also provide more staff members for NYLT in 2008. In addition, 
I am looking forward to sending several scouts to NYLT, and hope to send one 
or two adults to Wood Badge adult leader training. Of course, the thing that I am 
looking forward to the most is seeing at least four more scouts obtain Eagle rank 
in 2008. 
 
Why has our troop been so successful? I believe it is because of our dedicated 
and very involved group of parentsÑ they are the best! Our parents always come 
through and that make me feel like we can accomplish anything. I encourage all 
parents to attend the ASM and parent committee meetings each month: this is 
where we think up and plan events, and new ideas are always welcome. The 
other part of our success comes from the boys themselves. We had two excellent 
SPL's in 2007, Jon and David. Through their leadership, and the support of the 
PLC, our SPLÕs came up with some great event ideas and some very interesting 
troop meetings. 
 
Due to all of the support that I have received over the past two years, I have 
decided to stay on as Scoutmaster for one more year. In the very near future we 
will have a new patrol coming over from Weblos, so we will all be helping them 
and their parents along. Also, we are looking into starting an active Venture 
crew for boys 14-21 years of age. All of this will make for an exciting 2008Ñ
you won't want to miss it! 
 
Yours in Scouting, 

 

B r u c e B r o w n e 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Court of Honor ¥ December Ô07 

Troop Christmas Party 

 
 

       319Õs Eagle Ranks Soar 

    

          Discovery SCUBA 
 

Equipment Trailer Donated to Troop 319 

 

Joshua Tree Rock Climbing 



TROOP 319 
 

NEW SCOUTS CAMPOUT & CAMPOREE PRACTICE  

 

February 15 Ð 17, 2008 at Camp Balboa 
 

WHAT is it?  

  A fun filled weekend at Camp Balboa for all new scouts and the older ones too. 
 
WHEN can we leave? Please show up at St. Andrews on Friday, Feb. 15th at 6:00pm for a 
prompt 6:30 departure. Return will be on Sunday, Feb. 17th at 12:00 noon. 
 
 WHY are we going there?  

This will be the first camp for our new scouts that have crossed over from Weblos. They will be 
taught various scout skills by older scouts and adult leaders and work on rank advancement. All 
scouts under First Class may work on requirements. At the same time, we will be brushing up 
our awesome skills needed to place well at the upcoming Mission District Camporee. 
 
WHAT ELSE can we do there? 

There will be an agenda of activities such as camporee practice, gateway, recipe testing for the 
cooking contest, BB gun range, archery range, a 5 mile hike around Balboa Park, Dutch oven 
cooking, a campfire program, and  new scout (and new parents) education by the scoutmaster. 
ItÕs a good chance to get to know everyone. 
 
WHO ALL is going? 

All new scouts should try to make this event; it will give them a great start towards their rank 
advancement and teach them the patrol camp method. New scout parents are not required to 
attend, however they are welcome to attend. In addition, many of our older scouts will be helping 
out. 
 
WHO ALL is running the event? 

Trip Leaders are Mr. Browne (Scoutmaster) and Mr. Jones (Asst. Scoutmaster) 
Our Cooking merit badge instructor and top chef, Mrs. Jones, will be there also. 
 
WHERE DO I SIGN UP FOR THIS EVENT?  

There will be a sign up sheet and permission form at the Weblos Cross Over and the following 
two troop meetings on 2/4 and 2/11. At the troop meeting on 2/11 we will be going over meal 
planning and equipment check lists, e-10+, etc. with the new scouts. The troop is paying the 
camp fees; there will be a $10 charge per scout to almost cover the food costs. Any new scout 
parents that are planning to attend will need to be listed with troop / council as a driver in order 
to have scouts ride with them. Please see Mr. Pedersen for the form. ItÕs also on the back of the 
troop newsletter. 
 
WHO DO I CONTACT if I think of something else? 

Bruce Browne           cell # (619) 405-9503       bbrowne1@cox.net 
 
 
 
 
 


